
Table B-8A.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields

in land-grant institutions, by field: 1975-1999

Sciences

Total,
Year science Earth,

and engi- Sciences, Physical atmos- Mathe- Computer Agri- Biological Social
neering total sciences pheric, & matical sciences cultural sciences Psychology sciences

ocean sciences sciences
sciences

.......1975 85,737 67,317 9,462 4,066 4,476 1,945 7,797 16,624 6,099 16,848

.......1976 86,800 68,583 9,659 4,521 4,287 2,054 8,241 17,367 6,066 16,388

.......1977 86,172 68,270 9,697 4,668 4,171 1,986 8,434 17,412 5,858 16,044
1 .....1978   84,969 66,899 9,561 4,476 4,056 2,005 8,428 17,162 5,743 15,468

.......1979 86,742 67,765 9,812 4,614 3,975 2,250 8,475 17,052 5,777 15,810

.......1980 88,804 68,549 10,053 4,641 4,008 2,493 8,649 17,082 5,620 16,003

.......1981 90,635 69,186 10,216 4,795 4,212 2,816 8,906 17,036 5,579 15,626

.......1982 91,601 68,871 10,523 4,973 4,321 3,128 8,762 16,555 5,558 15,051

.......1983 93,551 69,504 10,860 5,228 4,523 3,513 8,540 16,625 5,478 14,737
2 .....1984   95,036 70,424 11,156 5,133 4,698 3,824 8,446 16,822 5,605 14,740
2 .....1985   95,516 70,633 11,358 4,916 4,920 4,527 8,005 16,688 5,638 14,581
2 .....1986   99,726 72,757 11,899 4,978 5,204 4,819 8,116 17,139 5,756 14,846
2 .....1987   99,893 72,566 12,158 4,542 5,628 4,890 7,897 17,172 5,621 14,658

.......1988 101,130 73,215 12,240 4,372 5,854 4,752 7,870 17,233 5,955 14,939

.......1989 102,940 74,492 12,357 4,499 6,037 4,840 7,691 17,613 6,054 15,401

.......1990 104,879 75,736 12,381 4,354 6,146 5,068 7,704 17,683 6,086 16,314

.......1991 108,663 77,694 12,505 4,380 6,238 5,110 7,806 18,260 6,468 16,927

.......1992 112,593 80,405 12,816 4,770 6,274 5,202 8,037 18,615 6,587 18,104

.......1993 113,663 81,481 12,781 4,892 6,078 5,182 7,979 19,262 6,701 18,606

.......1994 112,599 81,406 12,351 4,944 5,891 5,095 8,002 19,789 6,584 18,750

.......1995 110,163 80,618 11,972 4,991 5,639 5,080 8,079 19,572 6,593 18,692

.......1996 107,455 78,780 11,620 4,702 5,530 5,058 7,836 19,075 6,443 18,516

.......1997 104,242 76,109 11,080 4,592 5,098 5,153 7,544 18,502 6,159 17,981

.......1998 104,024 75,756 11,064 4,624 4,883 5,528 7,359 18,671 6,220 17,407

.......1999 105,509 76,449 11,319 4,619 4,997 6,160 7,605 18,505 5,830 17,414

Engineering

Health
Engi- Metallur- fields

neering, Aerospace Chemical Civil Electrical Industrial Mechanical gical & Other
total engineering engineering engineering engineering engineering engineering materials engineering

engineering

.......1975 18,420 502 1,707 3,720 4,163 1,816 2,546 920 3,046 6,282

.......1976 18,217 506 1,753 3,850 4,065 1,732 2,467 994 2,850 6,409

.......1977 17,902 478 1,807 3,684 3,897 1,640 2,426 1,041 2,929 6,618
1 .....1978   18,070 464 1,843 3,812 3,868 1,632 2,551 1,027 2,873 6,714

.......1979 18,977 470 1,992 3,912 3,904 1,891 2,760 1,146 2,902 7,172

.......1980 20,255 557 2,190 4,155 4,444 2,044 2,964 1,137 2,764 7,521

.......1981 21,449 608 2,377 4,166 4,832 1,788 3,359 1,256 3,063 7,252

.......1982 22,730 657 2,592 4,326 5,099 1,799 3,691 1,249 3,317 6,950

.......1983 24,047 774 2,683 4,641 5,683 1,368 4,207 1,339 3,352 6,956
2 .....1984   24,612 726 2,595 4,639 6,044 1,422 4,317 1,461 3,408 7,135
2 .....1985   24,883 783 2,500 4,609 6,282 1,474 4,316 1,562 3,357 7,310
2 .....1986   26,969 848 2,580 4,765 6,902 1,604 4,764 1,692 3,814 7,307
2 .....1987   27,327 886 2,676 4,728 7,033 1,572 4,908 1,694 3,830 7,175

.......1988 27,915 969 2,502 4,983 7,306 1,573 5,075 1,715 3,792 7,621

.......1989 28,448 1,047 2,560 4,939 7,566 1,689 5,010 1,892 3,745 7,792

.......1990 29,143 1,165 2,656 5,160 7,565 1,686 5,186 1,979 3,746 8,206

.......1991 30,969 1,321 2,738 5,558 8,068 1,903 5,373 2,052 3,956 8,457

.......1992 32,188 1,313 2,749 5,982 8,316 2,123 5,759 2,175 3,771 8,837

.......1993 32,182 1,288 2,838 6,086 8,175 2,108 5,808 2,116 3,763 9,168

.......1994 31,193 1,161 2,800 6,149 7,763 2,002 5,516 2,129 3,673 9,575

.......1995 29,545 1,070 2,753 5,962 7,255 1,893 5,089 1,983 3,540 10,052

.......1996 28,675 1,010 2,712 5,821 7,074 1,701 4,888 1,899 3,570 10,233

.......1997 28,133 1,022 2,600 5,633 7,382 1,621 4,709 1,887 3,279 10,334

.......1998 28,268 1,034 2,532 5,422 7,642 1,587 4,732 1,923 3,396 10,586

.......1999 29,060 1,039 2,522 5,392 8,059 1,669 4,862 1,829 3,688 11,634

 1 Master’s-granting institutions were not surveyed in 1978; totals represent estimates based on 1977 and 1979 data.

 2 These figures include estimated data for master’s-granting institutions, which were surveyed on a sample basis from 1984 - 1987. See "Technical 
Notes" for further information. 

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


